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Background and Methodology

Aim of the Project
• The overall aim of this project is to determine the public’s (i) knowledge of, (ii) attitude to 

T ib n l  of Inq i  nd (iii) the m in e ommend tion  of the Con lt ti e G o p on the P tTribunals of Inquiry, and (iii) the main recommendations of the Consultative Group on the Past.

• The results of this survey will be used as a benchmark, where possible, for future years 
assessments of public opinion which will be commissioned beyond this exercise.

• The scope of the survey should be: 

i. Approximately 1000 individuals (18+) surveyed across NI and across gender, age, class and region;
ii. Interviews should be carried out face to face and ahead of any other questions in a compendium type survey;
iii. 12-15 questions of varying length;
iv The interview should last no more than 45  minutesiv. The interview should last no more than 45  minutes.
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Just over 1 in 3 claimed to have heard of the Consultative Group on Dealing 
with the Past.

Age:

Class:

Religion:

Victim or survivor:
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Q.7  Heard of consultative group of the past before today? 
[ Base:   All Respondents n=1007 ]



However two thirds had heard of the recommendation to make payments of 
£12,000 to the families of the bereaved

Age:

Class:

Religion:

Victim or survivor:
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Q.8a  Recall hearing about recommendation of making payment of £12,000 to the 
families of the bereaved? [ Base:   All Respondents n=1007 ]



Overall the idea of a recognition payment to all bereaved families was more likely to be 
opposed than supported although a significant number (30%) were unsure.  Support 
was greater however amongst Catholics, those who considered themselves Republican 
and slightly higher amongst those who considered themselves a victim or a survivor

All

Don’t know                    Oppose                       Support

All

Protestant
Religion:

Catholic

Other / refused

Political ideology:
Republican

Nationalist

U i i

Political ideology:

Unionist

Loyalist

Other / none / 
refused

Yes

No 

Victim or Survivor:
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Q.8b Support or oppose idea of recognition payment to all bereaved families 
[ Base:   All Respondents n=1007 ]



Few could recall any of the other 30 recommendations, in fact most replies 
were still referring to the recognition payment
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Q.9  Recall anything about any of other recommendations?
[ Base:  All Respondents – 1007 ]



More than 6 in 10 respondents at least tended to agree that Northern 
Ireland needs to deal with the past in order to move on.  Catholics were 
slightly more likely to agree as were those who considered themselves to be 
a victim or survivor

T t l
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%

Strongly agree
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Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree
Don't know  /No reply
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Q.10  Agreement that NI needs to deal with the past in order to move on
[ Base:  All Respondents n=1007 ] 



Even more agreed that it was important to deal with the past in a way that 
promotes reconciliation
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victim or survivor 
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Q.11  Importance of  dealing with the past in a way that promotes reconciliation in our society
[ Base:  All Respondents n=1007 ] 



High importance was placed on the idea of forgiveness and its importance in 
dealing with the past, with almost 9 in 10 rating this as important
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Oth /
Total
1007

%

No
689
%

Yes
250
%

Catholic
403
%

Protestant
463
%

Other / 
refused

141
%

Very important

Fairly important

Neither important nor 
unimportant

Fairly unimportant
Very unimportant
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Q.12  Importance of  forgiveness in dealing with the past
[ Base:  All Respondents n=1007 ] 



Greatest importance was placed on the proposed Legacy Commission in dealing with societal 
issues such as working with young people to provide them with the skills to ensure there is 
no repeat of the past,  the provision of improved service to meet healthcare needs, ensuring 
that economic benefits were equally experienced and tackling sectarianism

Working with young 
people so they have 
necessary skills to 

Providing improved 
service to meet 

Ensuring economic 
benefits in NI are 

Conducting a process 
of providing answers 

ensure no repeat of 
past

healthcare needs 
arising from conflict

equally experienced in 
both communities Sectarianism

to unresolved 
questions

Very important

Fairly important

Neither important nor 
unimportant

Fairly unimportant
Very unimportant

Don’t know / no reply

Mean score: 4.52 4.46 4.42 4.29 3.93

10
Q.13  Importance of process dealing with each issue
[ Base:  All Respondents n=1007 ] 



All remaining issues read to respondents were much more likely to be 
considered important than unimportant albeit a little less so than those 
above

Reviewing and Remembering activities 
Ensuring that any of 
those exiled from NI 

Examining linked or 
other thematic cases

Reviewing and 
investigating historical 

cases

Remembering activities 
at both an individual 
and community level

those exiled from NI 
during the conflict can 

return

Very important

Fairly important

Neither important nor 
unimportant

Fairly unimportant
Very unimportant

Don’t know / no reply

Mean score: 3.97 3.82 3.69 3.65
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3.97 3.82 3.69 3.65

Q.13  Importance of process dealing with each issue (contd)
[ Base:  All Respondents n=1007 ] 



The view that any future examinations of thematic cases should take place 
in public as opposed to private was very much supported

Total
1007

%

In public

In privateIn private

It will vary / it will depend on the circumstances

Don’t know / no reply
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Q.14 Think examinations should take place in public or private
[ Base:  All Respondents n=1007 ] 



Respondents did still appear unsure about the establishment of the proposed Legacy Commission to 
take at least some of the responsibility for these issues, although for those with a clear opinion, the 
number agreeing was greater than those disagreeing.  Again respondents were unsure about the 
effectiveness of this proposed Legacy Commission in dealing with the past

Proposed legacy commission 
should take some or total 

responsibility for all issues 
discussed

Perceived effectiveness 
proposed Legacy 

Commission as a mechanism 
for dealing with the past

Strongly agree
Very effective

discussed for dealing with the past

Tend to agree
Quite effective

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Neither affective nor 
ineffective

Quite ineffective

Strongly disagree

Don’t know

Very ineffective

Don’t know
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Q.15 Agreement that proposed legacy commission should take responsibility for issues and 
Q.16 Perceived Effectiveness of Proposed Legacy Commission as a mechanism for dealing 
with the past. [ Base:  All Respondents n=1007 ] 



Only 1 in 5 felt that the proposed Legacy Commission can be truly 
independent, although 1 in 2 respondents were unsure
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Q.17 Believe that such a legacy commission can be truly independent
[ Base:  All Respondents n=1007 ] 



Half of respondents believed that the Legacy Commission should be run 
jointly by the British and Irish Governments.  This was much higher 
amongst Catholics
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Q.18 Who think should run legacy commission if established
[ Base:  All Respondents n=1007 ] 



Just over 6 in 10 respondents thought it was important that the experience 
of other countries who have experienced conflict should be drawn on in 
setting up and running a legacy commission

Total
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Q.19 Importance of drawing experience of other countries who have experienced conflict in setting up 
and running a legacy commission
[ Base:  All Respondents n=1007 ] 



Around half of respondents were not aware of any Public Tribunals currently 
taking place, with a further 1 in 5 not being able to recall the actual name of 
one.  Otherwise the Saville or Bloody Sunday enquiry was most likely to be 
cited

30%

8%

Saville / Bloody Sunday

Billy Wright

8%

6%

4%

Rosemary Nelson

Pat Finucane

Robert Hamill

0%

4%

Breen and 
Buchanan/Smithwick

Other

18%

47%

1%

Can’t remember which ones

No, not aware of any

Don't know/No reply
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Q.1  Spontaneous awareness of Public tribunals currently on-going in NI.
[ Base:  All Respondents – 1007 ]



Overall a quarter of respondents felt there should be further Tribunals of 
Inquiry, with about half saying no to any more.  Those who consider 
themselves to be victims were more likely to think there should be more.  
Younger people were less likely to have an opinion.g

Don’t know                    No                                     Yes

Total

Age:
16 – 24

25 – 34

35 – 49

50 – 64

65+65+

Consider Victim or survivor:

Yes

No
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Q.2  Do you think there should be any further public tribunals of inquiry such as 
these (list read out)? [ Base:   All Respondents n=1007 ]



Of those supporting further Tribunals, respondents in the main felt there 
should be further Tribunals because people still needed to find out the truth, 
that there were still unresolved issues
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Q.2b Why do you say that? 
[ Base:  All who think there should be further public Tribunals of Inquiry n=253 ] 



Reasons for having more Tribunals of Inquiry continued
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Q.2b Why do you say that (contd)? 
[ Base:  All who think there should be further public Tribunals of Inquiry n=253 ] 



Expense was the most frequently cited reason for respondents not 
supporting having any further Tribunals 
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Q.2c Why do you say that? 
[ Base:  All who don't know or don’t think there shouldn't be further public 
Tribunals of Inquiry n=754 ] 



Reasons for not supporting any further Tribunals of Inquiry continued 
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Q.2c Why do you say that (contd)? 
[ Base:  All who don't know or think there shouldn't be further public Tribunals of 
Inquiry n=754 ] 



There was overwhelming agreement that the Public Tribunals take too long 
and are too expensive.

They are too

They raise issues 
from the past that 
are best left in the

They appear to be 
powerless in 

ensuring all the 
required 

information is

Nothing has been 
achieved from 

conducting these

They are a 
mechanism for 

the State to cover
They take too long

They are too 
expensive

are best left in the 
past

information is 
collected

conducting these 
inquiries

the State to cover 
up the truth

Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagreee t e g ee o sag ee
Disagree

Strongly Disagree
Don't know / no reply
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Q.3  Level of Agreement with statements about Public Tribunals of inquiry
[ Base:  All Respondents n=1007 ] 

Mean Score: 4.34 4.46 3.4 3.54 3.33 3.5



Otherwise opinion of Tribunals was more divided, although respondents 
were more likely to disagree that they lead to clear and complete 
conclusions

Inquiries are the 
most effective way 

of getting to the

They are valuable 
means of 

addressing issues They are They have victims

The peace process 
would not have 

happened if these 
inquiries had not

They lead to clear 
and completeof getting to the 

truth
addressing issues 
relating to the past

They are 
worthwhile

They have victims 
interests at heart

inquiries had not 
been instigated 

and complete 
conclusions

Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

DisagreeDisagree

Strongly Disagree

Don't know / no reply
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Mean Score: 3.2 3.05 3.03 3.05 2.67 2.46

Q.3  Level of Agreement with statements about Public Tribunals of inquiry (contd)
[ Base:  All Respondents n=1007 ] 



Opinion of the effectiveness of Tribunals was also divided, although few 
thought they were very effective.  Many respondents were unsure or chose 
a middle ground.

Supporting the peace 
process

Providing 
reconciliation for 

those affected Delivering the truth

Bolstering public 
confidence in the 

justice systemprocess those affected Delivering the truth justice system

Very effective

Quite effective

Neither effective nor ineffective

Quite ineffective

Very ineffective

Don’t knowDon t know

M S 3 02 2 87 2 83 2 7
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Q.4  Level of Effectiveness of Public Tribunals with regard to …
[ Base:  All Respondents n=1007 ] 

Mean Score: 3.02 2.87 2.83 2.7



The majority of respondents (69%) did feel it was important that Tribunals 
are held in public, this was slightly higher amongst those who considered 
themselves to be victims or survivors.

Consider to be a victim or survivor 
of NI conflict

NYTotal
1007

%

No
689
%

Yes
250
%

Very Important

Fairly Important

Neither Important nor Unimportantp p

Fairly Unimportant
Very Unimportant

Depends on circumstances
Don't know  /No reply
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Q.5  How important or unimportant do you feel it is that investigations into 
events of past are held in public? [ Base:  All Respondents n=1007 ] 



Opinion about future Tribunals was largely unchanged after  further probing 
about their views on details of the process

Before 
Considerations

%

After
Considerations

%
%

Yes

No

Don’t know
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Q.6  Do you think there should be any further public tribunals of inquiry after 
considerations? [ Base:   All Respondents n=1007 ]


